
Scarlett Johans-
son is suing The Walt
Disney Co. over its
streaming release of
“Black Widow,”
which she said
breached her con-
tract and deprived
her of potential earn-
ings, reports The As-
sociated Press.

In a lawsuit filed Thursday in
Los Angeles Superior Court, the
36-year-old “Black Widow” star
and executive producer said her
contract guaranteed an exclu-

sive theatrical re-
lease. The Wall
Street Journal first re-
ported the news of
the lawsuit.

Johansson’s poten-
tial earnings were tied
to the box office per-
formance of the film,
whichthecompanyre-
leased simultaneously

in theaters and on its streaming
service Disney+ for a $30 rental.

“In the months leading up to
this lawsuit, Ms. Johansson gave
Disney and Marvel every oppor-

tunity to right their wrong and
make good on Marvel’s prom-
ise,” the lawsuit said. “Disney in-
tentionally induced Marvel’s
breach of the Agreement, with-
out justification, in order to pre-
vent Ms. Johansson from realiz-
ing the full benefit of her bar-
gain with Marvel.”

Disney did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment.

After its release was delayed
more than a year because of
COVID-19, “Black Widow” de-
buted to a pandemic-best of $80
million in North America and

$78 million from international
theaters three weeks ago, but
theatrical grosses declined
sharply after that. In its second
weekend in release, the National
Association of Theater Owners
issued a rare statement criticiz-
ing the strategy asserting that
the practice leads to lost profits
and higher quality piracy.

Once taboo, hybrid theatrical
and streaming releases have be-
come more normal for many of
the biggest studios during the
pandemic, with each adopting
its own unique strategy. This
weekend, Disney is employing
the same strategy with “Jungle

Cruise,” and next weekend
Warner Bros.’ big budget “The
Suicide Squad” opens both in
theaters and on HBO Max.

The revised hybrid release
strategies have occasionally led
to public spats from not just the-
ater owners, but also stars, film-
makers and financiers who are
unhappy with the potential lost
revenues and the alleged unilat-
eral decision-making involved.

The WSJ said WarnerMedia
paid over $200 million in
“amended agreements” with tal-
ent over its decision to release its
entire 2021 slate simultaneously
in theaters and on HBO Max.

hot date

Billy Joel was cited as an influential artist by BTS singer V for the group’s hit song “Butter,” which has set YouTube records.
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Billy Joel, who continues to influence
such contemporary young performers as
singer-songwriter Olivia Rodrigo, is ex-
tending his reach across the globe, with a
singer from the massively popular boy-
band BTS giving him a recent shoutout.

In a Weverse interview posted Thurs-
day, South Korean K-pop singer V, born
Kim Tae-hyung, discussed his love of
classic artists on vinyl records. When
asked if any had inspired him for the
Jenna Andrews-penned “Butter” —
which in May garnered 108.2 million
YouTube views to shatter that platform’s
24-hour record — the 25-year-old V
replied, “Well, there was Billy Joel.”

“Its amazing how well they connect
with their fans,” Joel said in a statement
to Newsday.

Rock & Roll Hall of Famer Joel, 72, is
ready to hit the road again. His social-me-
dia accounts’ most recent posts showed
the singer and his band “[b]ack in re-
hearsals getting ready for Fenway!” He
plays Boston’s Fenway Park on Aug. 4

and, among other tour dates, returns to
his pandemic-interrupted Madison
Square Garden residency on Nov. 5.

Meanwhile, citing other influences, V
went on to say, “When I shoot a music
video, I think of a movie more than any
one artist. And when I perform on stage,
for some songs I think of the way movies
like ‘Reservoir Dogs’ look. For ‘Butter,’ I
watched a lot of teen movies. And musi-
cals. After that I randomly ended up see-
ing a video on YouTube of some scenes

from an old teen movie Johnny Depp
did,” subsequently identified as writer-di-
rector John Waters’ “Cry-Baby” (1990).
“The image I got from that was really in-
tense. That’s the look I used in ‘Butter.’ ”

In April, 18-year-old multiplatinum
music star Rodrigo named Joel in the
lyrics of her single “Deja Vu.” The song’s
narrator snipes of her ex-boyfriend’s new
love interest, “I bet that she knows Billy
Joel / ‘Cause you played her ‘Uptown
Girl’ / You’re singin’ it together . . . But

she doesn’t know / That I was the one
who taught you Billy Joel.”

Rodrigo’s song, produced and co-
written by Massapequa Park-raised
Dan Nigro, a member of the 2000s
Long Island band As Tall as Lions, was
the latest homage in a recent string that
includes a viral TikTok video of people
dancing to Joel’s 1978 “Zanzibar,” and
an emphasis on his music in last year’s
second season of the Amazon Prime
Video series “The Boys.”

SEPT. 22-23 Season 6 of ‘The Masked Singer,’
hosted by Nick Cannon, has a
two-night premiere on Fox.
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Piano Man gets a
shoutout for inspiring
boy band singer V
on hit single ‘Butter’

Johansson sues Disney over ‘Black Widow’ release

Scarlett Johansson

LI’s Joel praised by K-pop’s BTS
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