
 
 

 
With the release of his third solo album, Nobody is Listening, ZAYN has 
solidified his standing as one of the most distinctive and innovative artists in pop 
and R&B music today. Built around spare arrangements and intimate vocals, the 
album reflects the multi-platinum singer’s most pure and personal vision—given 
total creative control, ZAYN is now making the music he has always wanted to. 
 
From the confessional, mostly spoken-word delivery of the opening track, 
“Calamity” (“I feel depleted/From the feelings I’ve been revealing”) to the closing 
“River Road,” which features ZAYN’s soulful voice accompanied only by a single 
strummed guitar, Nobody is Listening plays like a cohesive, bold next step in a 
remarkable career. Uninterested in the conventional media game—“I just want to 
do my music,” he once said, “and if people hear about me from their friend, it’s 
cooler than me being in their face all the time”—with this singular statement, 
ZAYN opens up a new chapter for one of the 21st Century’s biggest superstars. 
 
Zayn Malik was catapulted to fame as part of the global phenomenon One 
Direction. In 2015, he was the first member to leave the group, and by the next 
year, he released his groundbreaking solo debut Mind of Mine. “I wanted that 
album to stand alone as a body of work that I’d put together,” he later said 
“Before that, I’d put records out with four other guys for five years, and I wanted 
to do stuff that was solely me.” The response was astonishing—he became the 
first male solo artist in the world to simultaneously chart at Number One on the 
UK and US album charts in the first week of release.  
  
The album's lead single, “Pillowtalk,” hit Number One in 68 countries around the 
world, was certified five times platinum, and was recently included in Billboard’s 
list of “Songs That Defined the Decade.” The second official single, "Like I 
Would," reached Number One on Billboard's Dance Club Songs chart. He was 
named New Artist of the Year at the American Music Awards and Top New 
Artist at the Billboard Music Awards. 
 
Following the release of the double-platinum single “Dusk Till Dawn,” featuring 
Sia, ZAYN announced his sophomore album, which he described as “more 
upbeat and feel-good.” Icarus Falls came out in 2018, and garnered over 5 billion 
worldwide streams across all platforms in its first year of release.  
 
In addition to his albums, ZAYN has collaborated with numerous prominent 
artists, including Taylor Swift on “I Don’t Wanna Live Forever,” PartyNextDoor on 
“Still Got Time,” and Shaed, with whom he received the “Best Remix” iHeart 
Music Award for “Trampoline.” He recorded multiple versions of “A Whole New 
World”—in English with Zhavia Ward and in Spanish with Becky G.—from the 
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live action version of Aladdin, which grossed over one billion dollars at the box 
office. To date, ZAYN’s video collection boasts over 3.5 billion views on 
YouTube, while his social media following tops 50 million fans.  
 
Alongside his music, ZAYN has also become a leading fashion icon. He has 
graced the cover of every major magazine from Highsnobiety to Vogue. In 
addition to being named “Most Stylish Man” at the GQ Man of the Year awards, 
he has collaborated with several fashion and design houses, including Versace, 
and has been included on numerous “Sexiest Men Alive” lists, from MTV to 
Glamour magazine. 
 
In September 2020, ZAYN launched Nobody is Listening with “Better,” a stark 
and vulnerable song over a simple guitar and drum slap, which set the tone for 
the album that now follows. He served as Executive Producer on the project, co-
wrote all eleven of the songs, and—for the first time—has a production credit on 
two tracks. The producers enlisted for Nobody is Listening indicate the album’s 
ambition: Other than Saltwives (who worked closely with ZAYN on Mind of Mine), 
who produced two tracks, every song was helmed by a different producer or 
team. These range from chart-topping veterans to unknown up-and-comers. 
 
The results are distinctly modern and tightly focused (every song clocks in under 
four minutes). The sparse, dramatic arrangements highlight shifts in texture or 
precise touches of distortion and echo. ZAYN reaches from close-up murmurs up 
to his celebrated falsetto to convey his emotional truths. From the head-nodding 
beat of “Outside” or the propulsive “Sweat” to the slinky “When Love’s Around” (a 
duet with Syd, from the acclaimed R&B group the Internet), Nobody is Listening 
tells a story that’s bold but complicated, sexy but smart. 
 
Still just 28 years old, with enough experience behind him for multiple careers, 
ZAYN doesn’t take the easy path. Rather than settle for following musical trends 
or coasting on his celebrity, he chooses to experiment and evolve. So when he 
does decide to surface, it’s because he has something to say, something to 
express—and when that happens, everybody is listening. 
 
 


