
 
 
Atlanta R&B singer/songwriter Mariah the Scientist arrived on the scene in 2018 
with her indelible debut project To Die For, and now she’s signed to RCA 
Records with a new project, titled Master, executive produced by Tory Lanez. 
Mariah the Scientist's preparing to open herself up to more people than ever 
before—and maybe she'll assist listeners in discovering themselves in the process, 
too.  
 
Born and raised in Atlanta on a steady diet of classic R&B ranging from the 
Temptations to Boyz II Men, Mariah graduated high school a year early and 
eventually went to college in New York City with her then-boyfriend—but she 
quickly found that higher education didn't quite fit her personality traits: "I'm an 
introvert, so I didn't enjoy the college experience." After that relationship 
dissolved, Mariah met someone new who shared an interest in the wavy, hard-
to-define music of R&B scion Frank Ocean.  
 
That Valentine's Day, she hit up a Queens studio, wrote and recorded two songs 
on her own, included them on a playlist that featured some of Ocean's favorite 
songs, and booted up the whole thing on an iPod for her partner. "He never 
even listened to it!" she exclaims, cementing the relationship's eventual end—
but her friends heard the songs and liked what they heard. "They were telling 
me, 'These songs are great songs. You should consider this as a career.'"  
 
Encouraged by her peers' enthusiasm, Mariah worked on more music and 
eventually put out To Die For as a project in January of 2018. Around this time, 
her attention started to stray from school: "I started becoming more interested in 
what my music could be." Against her parents' wishes, she dropped out of 
college, leaving all of her belongings back in her dorm room and decamping to 
Atlanta to strike out on her own.  
 
As Mariah continued to hone her musical craft, her music made its way to 
Toronto R&B artist Tory Lanez, who got in touch on Instagram and offered some 



musical mentorship. Inspired, she went out to Miami to work on music with him: "I 
just examined him and what his life was like." Mariah eventually joined him on 
tour as she continued to work on new music ("I learned to be self-sufficient as far 
as my creative process was concerned"), but eventually road fatigue set in. "I 
was becoming frustrated about being around men so often," she explains, and 
she decamped to Miami to put the finishing touches on her latest project. "It was 
beautiful and complete, and I never imagined I'd be able to put it together 
myself."  
 
A bidding war for her next project began, concluding with Mariah ultimately 
signing with RCA earlier this year. "They understood my music," she explains 
regarding the decision. "They didn't want me to be your average R&B type. They 
were cool with me being myself." Her new project, Master, carries a deep 
personal connection that defines the emotive nature of her music as a whole: 
"I've let emotions and relationships master who I was. The idea of love and who I 
was with—they've become my master of some sort, directly or indirectly, when I 
should've just been myself. Now that I can acknowledge that, I can be my own 
master."  
 
First single "Beetlejuice" is the perfect introduction to the Mariah the Scientist 
experience—a swirling, lovely concoction drawing equally from Ocean's genre 
agnosticism, OutKast's slow-drip hip-hop approach, and the diaristic openness of 
SZA. "It's very detailed," she states while discussing the main themes of love-
gone-wrong central to the song. "You put me on this pedestal and you made 
me feel like what we had was great, and then once you really got me, it wasn't 
what we wanted it to be. It's just life—it's not like relationships going sour is 
anything that anyone anticipates."  
 
Then there's the evocative new-wave splashes of "Reminders," which Mariah 
originally made in her college dorm room while documenting the dissolution of 
her first love. "As our relationship started to decline, I didn't want to do anything 
because everything outside in the world made me think of that guy," she 
reminiscences. "It gets graphic about how bad it can really get. Everything that 
glitters isn't gold. The hook is about how you really kill off someone's confidence 
when you really get into it with them—you say something you don't mean, and 
you kill off the security in themselves even if you don't mean to do that."  
 
In the end, Mariah describes Master as "about being the realest I can be. I don't 
think I've ever been able to write a song that isn't about something that really 
happened to me." And she hopes that through hearing her own personal and 
musical explorations, others can find something out about themselves as well: 
"I've certainly been imperfect, but that's okay. As much of the bad that I talk 
about in my music, look what it turned into. I want to promote active honesty 
with everyone around me, including myself. You don't have to be led to find 



guidance. You can go out there and be uncertain, but it's better than never 
knowing.  
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